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Reading history leaves a bitter taste.
¿Endless wars, violent deaths — and for what?
The long dead passions that stirred
Thousands to arms, have a hollow ring.
¿Don’t we make war for so much better reasons?
We know so much more than they did,
We are far more educated and informed.
Half of science and engineering has been discovered
In my lifetime — the pundits say.
Yet, I doubt future readers of history
— if we survive war —
Will cut us much slack.
They will simply say, as we do of the past:
“Silly, silly reasons
Thousands lay dead.
And for what?
Was that war necessary?”

We fought two world wars in the 20 cen tury,
With hid eous losses of life, wealth and ma te rial.
Tens of mil lion lives lost, though to quote Sta lin:
“A sin gle death is a trag edy, a mil lion deaths is a sta tis tic.”
Of course, we also had at least 200 mi nor wars
We barely no tice in the his tory books.
We all sort of agree with Ein stein’s logic,
A nu clear third world war is prob a bly MAD.
Though Mu tual As sured De struc tion was of fi cial
U.S.’s, Rus sia’s and now China’s pol icy, and
sort-of-still-is!
Beguiling small in ter na tional in ci dents
have too of ten large un in tended re sults.
Think World War I, which un made Eu rope, kings and
em pires,
From the as sas si na tion of a vis it ing Arch duke in a for eign
land.
Yet, we war on — we make nec es sary wars — oth ers small 
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fool ish wars,
While the mis siles in their si los await the code words.
Prep ping for, or mak ing war, is still a ma jor gam bit for
na tions.
A war bias that is sim ply ar gued:
“You can’t change hu man na ture.
We have al ways warred.”

But one dreary day in the near, near fu ture,

Some bright nerd or nerdelle will in vent

A new super-type ex plo sive de vice,

Say only one-tenth the power of ye old hy dro gen type.

But, to the de light of ter ror ists and poor coun tries,

An ex plo sive cheap and easy to make.

The Model T, if you will,

That will nuclearize in dead li ness

The weak est among us,

Fight ing “homo-sa pi ens.”

¿Then … then what?

When we have the next gen er a tion

Of super cheap ie bang bangs,

We’ll be able to de stroy

Far, far faster

Than we can rebuild or rebirth.

Historically we’ve done it be fore!

It’s called the Dark Ages,

Af ter the glo ries of Rome and Greece.

This is but one big, sad ex am ple

Of our ca pac ity to self-de struct.

If you agree this day is coming,

Then all wars, not just nuclear ones,

Are probably getting too dangerous for civilization.

We have to work out this war thing

We’re so deeply addicted to.
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In a historic sense we all kinda know this.

We are all so much better informed,

With so much knowledge at our fingertips.

Yet, year by year, we prepare or “do” war,

Spending billions of our tax money and blood.

¿For what? ¿On what?

Do they make any more sense than 17th century wars?

“Oh, you can’t change hu man na ture.

Man has al ways warred. We can’t change!”

Yet, his tor i cally we have made pro found changes

On how we or ga nize our selves po lit i cally and so cially.

Slav ery has been ban ished and has al most van ished.

The rule of god-or dained Kings is mostly gone.

A world of co lo nial em pires van ished in my life time.

The old ideas of born-to-a-class, born-to-rule-oth ers,

Born-to-serve, make lit tle sense to us to day.

Yet all these for 30 or 40 cen tu ries of re corded his tory

Were ar gued as ba sic to hu man na ture and God’s law!

They were needed to main tain civ i li za tion — es sen tial.

We are only newly free from these con ven tions.

Freed we cre ated a wealth of knowl edge and toys.

Knit ted by glob al iza tion and in stant com mu ni ca tions,

We have loosely banned to gether in the League and UN.

But are stilled sty mied by the sov er eignty of any na tion

To act as they will — to war al most as they will —

Against other nations, against their own people.

We are al most help less be fore a myr iad of planet prob lems.

Yet, we hob ble along with 195 armed, fight ing na tions,

And a United Na tions that usu ally can’t act — only dis cuss.

There’s gotta be an other way

There has to be an other way

There has to be a better way.

But we have not de manded it,

Even to our selves!
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We are very con ser va tive in even think ing

About other ways we might or ga nize,

Say, into a world gov ern ment

That might end war-mak ing,

Par tially by mak ing war il le gal,

As we do now within a na tion,

By se verely lim it ing lo cal mil i tary power.

A world gov ern ment would

Give us a better shot at han dling

Global warm ing, eco log i cal de struc tion, etc., etc.

Ex am ple: set in ter na tional stan dards and enforcements

To de crease car bon emis sions now.

But, but you can al ways ar gue

That there are no scientific social-engineering books,

Or nice mathy socio-po lit i cal for mu las to use!

Po lit i cally, if it sorta works, don’t touch it.

Age re veres our, our gov ern ment to all con ser va tive souls.

We would not tol er ate a new 1938 car or 1938 tele phone,

Or what passed then for med i cine and sci ence-tech nol ogy.

But, we know so lit tle on how to make gov ern ment work,

Es pe cially dem o crat i cally, or just usefully autocratically.

That what is uniquely ours

Is just the bestest there is!

So, like the pro ver bial lem mings,

We fol low our lead ers

Along the an ces tral paths

Trot ted by our no ble fore fa thers

Who cre ated this so cial or der,

For our unique, sov er eign na tion.

And, mak ing war is just

A reg u lar part of our lives.

Af ter all, most na tions

Have been formed by wars past.

We don’t like war,

But we don’t shun it.
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Like slaugh ter houses for an i mals,

We munch our steak and crispy chicken,

And de clare it a nec es sary evil

That we can’t can’t change!

¿Or can we? Or more worrisome, ¿Must we? 

Pro found changes in war fare are com ing,

We face im mense world-wide prob lems,

We need to start think ing about world gov ern ment

That has power far be yond a United Na tions.

A fed er ated sys tem

With cer tain power re served to a world body.

War-mak ing, for ex am ple,

The main te nance of ar mies and weap ons,

A uni ver sal bill of rights and du ties,

Like world taxes and a draft,

Etc., etc.

A con sti tu tional con ven tion

Would have to ham mer out what is needed,

What is pos si ble at that mo ment in time.

Give our ig no rance

On build ing gov ern men tal thing-a-ma-bobs

That work and work well,

A world gov ern ment needs a sun shine clause:

Once ev ery 25 years a world wide vote

On some part of the ba sic con sti tu tion.

Re jec tion: call again a con sti tu tional con ven tion

To re fash ion the or der and ba sic laws,

Per haps elim i nate the in ev i ta ble dross,

Then call on the vot ers to unite be hind the changes.

A world con sti tu tion should re nounce

The use of war fare,

Use non-vi o lent in ter ven tion,
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Ala King and Gan dhi

To en force world law.

The in di vid ual, not na tion states,

Should be held re spon si ble

For break ing world law.

World mar shals and world courts

Could and would han dle most prob lems.

But we are a hid eous war-mak ing breed

With long his tor i cal cul tures of vi o lence

Per haps ge net i cally based.

There will be vi o lent out breaks

Like a Darfur or a petty ty rant,

A righ teous group of mil lions

Who will re quire armed might to subdue.

To en force world laws

World ar mies should lead

With non-vi o lence.

Un armed draft ees,

White-haired peace war riors

Should lead forth

To per suade the vi o lent

To yield to world mar shals and world courts.

Peace war riors with a life time

Of ex pe ri ence and prac ti cal knowl edge

To push con stantly — per haps for de cades —

To force the recalcitrant.

Be hind the un armed peace war riors

Would of ne ces sity be a mag nif i cent army

A move able for tress

That no lo cal group or army

Could de feat or drive off;

That could shoot back with over whelm ing force.

But the front line would be white haired,
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White-robed, un armed war riors

To push, to per suade with the world watching, demanding.

We have some prac tice in sixty years of UN in ter ven tions,

The suc cess ful oc cu pa tion and gov ern ment build ing

In Eu rope and Ja pan af ter WWII.

It is messy, long-term, dif fi cult.

It could and can eas ily fail.

We know so lit tle

About so cial-po lit i cal engineering.

World Gov ern ment

World Courts

Peace War riors

World Ar mies

Would have to be in volved for the long haul.

Com pro mises, bro ken prom ises, new out breaks,

Fail ure of men and lead ers, fail ure of laws.

We have much to learn about peace-keep ing,

About the ba sic rules of governing!

Per haps we must start with a world wide un ion

Of de moc ra cies

And slowly ex pand,

Like the Eu ro pean Un ion,

To even tu ally en com pass the planet.

Global po lit i cal par ties would have to be built,

A Con sti tu tional Con ven tion called.

A world gov ern ment would have to peace fully evolve

Us ing non-vi o lence in global enforcement.

So, all we’ve got to do is de sign a world gov ern ment,

A set of world laws and world courts,

All spring ing from a mag nif i cent world constitution,

To end wars as we know it!
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All this in the face of a world en am ored.

With na tion and na tional sov er eignty,

With doz ens of sub merged na tion als

Clam or ing to form their own

“More per fect un ion,”

Freed from the yoke of the majority.

War-mak ing now,

You may also ar gue,

Is still a non-prob lem

For world civ i li za tion.

Messy,

Nasty,

Per haps point less.

Yes, yes, but for 63 years

The na tions of this lit tle world,

Some armed to the nu clear teeth,

Have man aged to fight

Prob a bly sixty lit tle wars

With out wreck ing civ i li za tion,

Or start ing a nuclear holocaust!

I can only ar gue lamely,

We will prob a bly not be so lucky

In the not-so-dis tant fu ture.

For tu nately we can’t know the fu ture,

The tragic in ter play of fate and so cial forces,

Only deal with the likely prob a bil i ties.

Watch ing the open ing of the Olym pics

One is pain fully aware of the num ber of na tions,

The mil lions who can’t com mu ni cate

Across the lin guis tic, cul tural and po lit i cal bar ri ers,

That deeply di vide our lit tle, blue planet.

To suc cess fully form a world gov ern ment

Will be an awe some task.
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We are only a lit tle civ i lized.

The bru tal pri mate

Strides be neath our skins.

We are also not as smart

As we think we are.

Nev er the less,

We’ve got a prob lem with war ring,

We’ve got a prob lem with wreck ing.

Our frag ile planet eco log i cally,

With wreck ing our more frag ile civ i li za tion,

By warring, war ring, war ring,

Be tween, among us, mano a mano, by but ton,

Gen er a tion after generation.

One can quote a huge ar ray,

Lead ers and in tel lec tu als pro nounce ments,

“Some day we’ll have world gov ern ment!”

His tor i cally we are mov ing in that di rec tion,

World prob lems de mand world so lu tions, etc.

Eco log i cal sur vival de mands…, etc.

Say, in a hun dred or two hun dred years.

We will be ready!

There is a prob lem with “some day.”

The same as in our per sonal lives,

We may awake that it’s too late!

The time for “some day” has passed.

We’re too late to do “some day.”

“Some day” for world gov ern ment,

Af ter a World War III.

Af ter a new Dark Ages

Of wars and civil de struc tion

Caused by new weap ons,

Af ter more de cades of an ar chy,
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would be a sad “some day”

For world gov ern ment and world laws.

¿If we are stu pid enough,

Can we wait and wait and wait?

Wait for Godot!

We must cre ate a world gov ern ment soon,

A gov ern ment that pledges not to war,

But uses tech niques of Gan dhi and King.

One world un der a sin gle set of laws,

Fed eral in na ture, se verely lim it ing,

World gov ern ment to a nar row band

Of pow ers and re spon si bil i ties.

We need to start talk ing now,

Act ing, push ing, de mand ing, or ga niz ing now.

We don’t have to keep old, dumb ide als,

We don’t have to re peat dumb his tory,

We can peace fully re fash ion our government.

We do have a new how

The Internet,

A ten u ous link to or ga nizing mil lions

To the prob lems, to the so lu tions.

Per haps we need to start there.

Will we?  Soon?  How?

That, my reader,

Is per haps just up to you!

June 7, 2009
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